HIMACHAL PRADESH ELECTRICITY REGULATORY COMMISSION SHIMLA

NOTIFICATION

Shimla the 30th September, 2011

No.HPERC/414.- WHEREAS under regulation 5 of the Himachal Pradesh Electricity Regulatory Commission (Security Deposit) Regulations, 2005, the applicants, including the Below Poverty  Line (BPL) beneficiaries, are to pay uniform flat rates of security deposits specified for the supply of electricity to their premises for residential or domestic purposes;

AND WHEREAS para 8.3 of the Tariff Policy, 2006, notified by the Central Government under section 3 of the Electricity Act, 2003 reiterating the provisions of para 5.5.2 of the National Electricity Policy, 2005, lays down that-

“8.3, In accordance with the National Electricity Policy, consumers below poverty line who consume below a specified level, say 30 units per month, may receive a special support through cross subsidy. Tariffs for such designated group of consumers will be at least 50% of the average cost of supply. This provision will be re-examined after five years.”;

AND WHEREAS, the Himachal Pradesh Electricity Regulatory Commission, through its tariff orders, has fixed the concessional tariff for these BPL beneficiaries;

AND WHEREAS, persons falling under the BPL Category are unable to pay full security deposit for securing supply of electricity to their residence and domestic premises as the initial security deposits specified under the regulations are not affordable to them. Consequently they are not able to secure electricity connection and avail the benefits of concessional tariff fixed by Commission in pursuance of the National Tariff Policy and the National Electricity Policy;


NOW, THEREFORE, in exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (1) of section 181, and clauses (v) and (w) of sub-section (2) of section 181, read with section 47, of the Electricity Act, 2003 (36 of 2003), and all other powers enabling it in this behalf, the Himachal Pradesh Electricity Regulatory Commission proposes to amend the Himachal Pradesh Electricity Regulatory Commission (Security Deposit) Regulations, 2005, published in the Rajpatra, Himachal Pradesh, dated 30th March, 2005 and, as required by sub-section (3) of section 181 of the said Act, read with rule 3 of the Electricity (Procedure for Previous Publication) Rules, 2005, the draft of the proposed amendment, is hereby published for the information of all the persons likely to be affected thereby; and notice is hereby given that the said draft amendment will be taken into consideration after the expiry of twenty one days from the  date of its publication in the Rajpatra, Himachal Pradesh, together with any objections or suggestions which may within the aforesaid period be received in respect thereto.


The objections or suggestions in this behalf should be addressed to the Secretary, Himachal Pradesh Electricity Regulatory Commission, Keonthal Commercial Complex, Khalini, Shimla-171002.

DRAFT   REGULATIONS

1. Short title and commencement- (1) These regulations shall be called the Himachal Pradesh Electricity Regulatory Commission (Security Deposit) (First Amendment) Regulations, 2011.

(2) These regulations shall come into force from the date of their publication in the Rajpatra, Himachal Pradesh.

2. Amendment of Regulation 5. – In regulation 5 of the Himachal Pradesh Electricity Regulatory Commission (Security Deposit) Regulations, 2005-

(i)
in Explanation to sub-regulation (1), the following clause (e) shall be inserted, namely:-

(e) “Below Poverty Line (BPL) beneficiary” means the person belonging to very poor category of persons below poverty line, declared as such, by general or special order, by Central/State Government, from time to time”; and

(ii)
after sub-regulation (2), the following sub-regulation (2A) shall be inserted, namely:-

“(2A) The Below Poverty Line (BPL) beneficiaries in the State for supply of electricity to them, for residential or domestic usage, shall pay the initial security deposit equal to ‘ one half ’ (or ‘50%’) of the respective rate of initial security deposit, specified in the Table under sub regulation (1).”

By the order of the Commission

--Sd--

 Secretary 
